
 
     

             
             
 

   Pentrepoeth Primary School 
              Cwm Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN 

 
                     Tel: 01633 896101     

                          Fax: 01633896367 

                                                   E Mail: Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk                                                                                                              

Website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk  

      Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H. 

Deputy Headteacher: Nick Penn B.A. (Hons) P.G.C.E 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

 

Welcome back to the Autumn term and to the new school year. I hope you have had a relaxing 

summer. I am thrilled to be starting my post as Headteacher and very much look forward to getting to 

know the children and the wider school community in the weeks and months ahead. I have been 

Headteacher at Abertillery Primary for 16 years and before that I was Deputy Headteacher at Upper 

Rhymney Primary. I am looking forward to working with children, governors, staff and parents to 

ensure Pentrepoeth continues to go from strength to strength and ensure the focus remains on the 

highest standards of wellbeing, attainment and achievement so that all children can be the best that 

they can be. I have received a lovely welcome this morning from parents and children. Thank you! 

 

It is a great pleasure to welcome Mr Penn back from his secondment at Somerton. I am very much 

looking forward to working with him again. We also welcome back Mr Beckett from his sabbatical year 

and Mrs Clissold from maternity leave. Mr Rees and Ms Blacker also join us as part of the team. 

 

I would also like to extend a big welcome to the new children and families in Reception, and of 

throughout the school. 

 

School Improvement Priorities 
Please find attached a parent synopsis of the main focus areas for development this year at 

Pentrepoeth. 

 

Rights Respecting School 
A UNICEF UK Rights Respecting School is a community where children's rights are learned, 

taught, practised, respected, protected and promoted. Children and young people and the 

school community learn about children’s rights by putting them into practice every day. 

The Award is not just about what children do but also importantly what adults do – in 

Rights Respecting Schools, children's rights are promoted and realised and adults and children work 

towards this together. We will be developing this work this year and will be working towards our Level 

1 Award with Unicef. Each month we will focus on a different Right. Please see attached sheet for more 

information. We will be sending you further information and inviting you to events during the year! 

 

Values Based Education 
We will also be introducing a Values Based Education approach to further develop the 

special family ethos that already exists here at Pentrepoeth. A value is a principle that 

guides our thinking and behaviour. During our INSET days last week, we have focussed 

on a number of core values that we feel are important for children to develop; we will 

use these as a basis for our assemblies and will highlight them across the curriculum 

where they are relevant. Some of the values we will look at include peace, self control, consideration, 

respect and kindness. We will be inviting you in to year group assemblies in due course where the 

children will explain more! 

 



 
     

             
             
 

Nut-Allergies 
In the interests of the health and well-being of our children, please ensure that all snacks and packed 

lunches sent to school do not contain any nuts.  If your child does have a nut allergy that we do not 

know about, please let their class teacher know as soon as possible. 

 
PACT - Parents And Children Together 
After the year group Values Assemblies we will be starting PACT sessions where you can stay with your 

children to carry out an activity for the first session of the day. 

 

School Code  
We will be working with the CROESO team and all children to develop a new school code. We will use 

our Rights Respecting and Values approaches to underpin this. 

 
Parent Forum 
I will be establishing a Parent Forum. This will meet every half term and will be an opportunity for 

parents to be consulted on school policy and improvement and for us to work in partnership. Dates and 

times will be available next week. 

 

School Website – www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk 
Over the summer we have been working to establish a new school website. The website 

will allow you to be updated with school and class news pages through new twitter 

accounts and will contain relevant forms, documents and a calendar. I will also blog to 

parents weekly. The website should be live this Friday and I will be asking the children 

to launch this in my 'Red Book' celebration assembly.  

 

Children's Images 
We would like to use pictures of your children on our website and for school brochures, newspaper and 

media. I would like to update our records and would kindly ask that you complete the attached pro 

forma to give your written permission or otherwise. 

 

Contact & Medical details 
May I kindly ask parents to inform the school promptly if there are any changes to contact or medical 

details. 

 

Year Group Information Booklets 
Year group information booklets will be available in the next week in hard copy and on the website. 

These will contain information about the curriculum and general classroom organisational matters. We 

hope you find them useful! 

 

Roald Dahl Day 
We will be celebrating National Roald Dahl day on Tuesday 13th September, the children will all be 

allocated a Roald Dahl book and will take part in fun reading activities! 

 

Term Dates 

 
Term  Start  Half term starts  Half term ends  Term ends  

 Autumn 1 Sep 2016  24 Oct 2016  28 Oct 2016  16 Dec 2016  

 Spring  3 Jan 2017 20 Feb 2017  24 Feb 2017  7 April 2017 

 Summer 24 Apr 2017  29 May 2017  2 Jun 2017  21 Jul 2017  

May Day: 1 May 2017 (schools closed)  

INSET Days  
Two further INSET days are planned for this term. School will be closed for children on Friday 25th 

November and Monday 28th November 2016. 

 



 
     

             
             
 

School Clubs 
School Clubs will start next week. Further information will be sent out 

this week. 

 

Red Book Celebration Assembly 
My favourite part of the week is celebrating children’s work and 

achievements.  Each teacher will award two children from their class for 

something that they have achieved that week. 

 
I look forward to meeting you soon, 
 
Warm Regards 

 
 

Mr D. Taylor 
Headteacher  

Our 'Rights' and 'Values' Calendar 2016-2017 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
     

             
             
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     

             
             
 

Pentrepoeth Primary School  
School Improvement Plan 2016 – 2017 

Synopsis for parents and carers 
 
1. To review and update wellbeing policies and procedures  

We aim to do this by: 

 Reviewing and updating the school's vision, mission and aims 

 Introducing a Rights Respecting and Values Based education approach that underpin school policies, procedures, 

curriculum and ethos 

 Updating and developing a Strategic equality plan in consultation with all involved in the school 

 Reviewing school policies on behaviour and introducing a new rewards system 

 Updating policies and procedures relating to bullying and establishing an anti - bullying charter 

2. To improve provision for Information Communication Technology and raise standards in 

digital competence 

We aim to do this by: 

 Purchasing new IT equipment including iPads, lap tops and Ctouch screens 

 Updating the ICT schemes of work for children and the strategies teachers use to teach IT skills and apply them 

across the curriculum 

 Training teachers in the use of Apps, Green Screen technology and computer coding 

 Training children as digital leaders  

 Updating all e safety policies and procedures including e safety training for pupils, staff and workshops for parents 

 Ensuring standards are improved through monitoring and assessing the work of children 

3. To continue to raise standards of writing in both English and Welsh and across the 

curriculum 

We aim to do this by: 

 Reviewing and updating schemes of work and opportunities for writing in English and in Welsh and across the 

curriculum 

 Teacher training in the use of ‘Big Writing’, 'Talk for Writing’ and 'Exciting Sentences' strategies 

 Introducing the criterion scale as a writing assessment tool that links to individual pupil targets and tracking 

4. To further develop teaching approaches in maths and to apply these skills in other 

curriculum areas 

We aim to do this by: 

 Using all assessment data to ensure pupils of all abilities are challenged effectively by teaching and activities set 

 Further strengthening approaches in written methods of calculation 

 Ensuring children have opportunities to take part in mental maths and problem solving activities to develop 

reasoning skills during maths lessons and to apply these in other curriculum areas 



 
     

             
             
 

Pentrepoeth Primary School  
School Improvement Plan 2016 – 2017 

Synopsis for parents and carers (cont’d) 
 

5. To review and update Assessment, Reporting and Recording Procedures 

We aim to do this by: 

 Updating our policies for presentation of work, marking and feedback and peer and self-review  

 Introducing the INCERTS system for tracking pupil achievement and attainment 

 Introducing a new Annual School Report to parents 

 Further develop assessment procedures to track reading, writing and number progress 

6. To further develop partnership working and communication with parents and carers 

We aim to do this by: 

 Introducing a new school website 

 Developing a forum to consult with parents and carers that meets half termly 

 Introducing Parents and Children Together sessions to allow parents to work alongside their children in the 

classroom 

 To introduce curriculum workshops for parents and information booklets that enable you to help children at home 

7. To review and develop knowledge & use of learning approaches & styles across the 

school 

We aim to do this by: 

 Co-constructing an agreed learning and teaching policy 

 Introducing the Excellence in Teaching Framework and updating monitoring and evaluation procedures 

 

These priorities were formulated in June 2016 following our school 

evaluation activities & discussion with pupils, staff & governors. We 

aim to make good progress towards these priorities by the end of the 

academic year. 


