July 16th 2021

A Caring, Respectful and Open Environment, where Success and Opportunity flourish

Please find our school newsletter for the
week ending 16th July 2021. Click on the
links for more information.
Please visit our website
www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk
Kind regards,
Cofion cynnes,
Dean Taylor
Headteacher

Cwm

Cwm Cwddy Drive, Rhiwderin Heights, Bassaleg, Newport NP10 8JN
Tel: 01633 896101
Fax: 01633896367
Email: Pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk
website: www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk
Headteacher: Dean Taylor B.A.(Hons), P.G.C.E., L.P.S.H.
Deputy Headteacher: Tina Jenkins B.Ed. (Hons)

16th July 2021
Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,
I want to start this final newsletter by thanking the whole
school community for your support during this academic year.
Whilst the last year has brought significant challenges, it has
also brought out the best in people. Thank you for your
patience when we have had to change systems ( sometimes at
very short notice ) and for your cheery smiles as you have
worked with us to establish safe pick ups and drop offs, the
wearing of face coverings and social distancing. Your support
during lockdown and self isolation periods with home learning
was amazing – many of you juggling working from home and other commitments – I don’t know how
you manged it all.
I want to say a public thank you to the staff team at PPS. They responded as they always do –
nothing was too much trouble. Have a well deserved break!
Finally, to our wonderful pupils. You amaze me every day. You have shown resilience and have
responded so well to the challenges this year has brought. I couldn’t be more proud!
A special word to year 6. You really have been role models to the rest of the school. As you look
back on your time at Pentrepoeth you should be really proud of the pupils you have become. As you
move on to the next step of your journey embrace all that school has to offer you – dream great
dreams, work hard and be kind. I wish you all the very best and look forward to hearing of your
many successes in the years to come!
Parents and carers, for some of you this will be the end of your formal association with the school.
Your support has been very much appreciated, particularly during the last 18 months! Thank you !
We also have a small number of children moving schools during the summer, good luck in your new
schools and keep in touch.
Please find a link here to the letter issued about arrangements for September 2021.

Keep reading during the Summer!!!!
A reminder that the 100 Book Reading
Challenge is available via the website
by clicking here.

For those of you interested in even more reading there is as Summer Reading Challenge available
from The Reading Agency. Click the link here.

You will be aware that we asked for parent governor nominations earlier in the term. I am pleased
to let you know that the following parents have been elected to the governing body as parent
governors. They will serve a 4 year term starting on 1st September 2021.
Mrs J. Cueto
Mr D. Coles
Mrs K. Prendergast
Mr T. Jones
Mrs R. Davies has also been appointed as a community governor.
My congratulations to all of them, I look forward to working with you in the coming years.

Please click here for the lunch menu for the Autumn term.

School Uniform is available from Beam. However, red school uniform and
yellow nursery uniform is available from all providers and is totally
acceptable.

The school e-mail system will be monitored over the weekend and in to next week. If your child
has to go for a test, please inform us and let us know the result as this may require a contact
group to isolate. Many thanks.

Date

Time

Event/Activity

All day
All day

End of Summer Term for Pupils
INSET Day 5 -ALN -School closed for children
INSET Day 6 – ALN- School closed for children

July
Friday 16th July
Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July

September
Thursday 2nd Sep
Friday 3rd Sep
Monday 6th Sep
Monday 6th- 10th Sep

All day
All day
All day

INSET Day 1- Curriculum
INSET Day 2- Curriculum
Start of new – Years 1 to 6
Reception - One day attendance in groups as notified by letter
Nursery – One session attendance in groups as notified by letter
Reception start full time
Nursery start – am or pm

Monday 13th Sep

INSET Days
There are 6 INSET days next year. The dates arranged so far are:
 Thursday September 2nd 2021
 Friday September 3rd 2021
 Friday October 8th 2021
 Friday February 18th 2022
 2 others TBC
Additional day for the Jubilee
School will also be closed on Monday November 29th as schools have been given an additional day in
lieu of the additional bank holiday which falls within the half term break.

School year 2021-2022
Term

Start

Half-term starts

Half-term ends

Term ends

Autumn 2021

2 September

25 October

29 October

17 December

Spring 2022

4 January

21 February

25 February

8 April

Summer 2022

25 April

30 May

3 June

22 July

May Day - Monday 2 May 2022

All good things come to an end so they say and in the case of year 6 - class of 2020-21 - that
certainly seems to be the case. The final week of their primary school experience has certainly left
smiles on all their faces!
The week kicked off with a visit from outdoor instructors from
Gilwern. They couldn’t bring the cave but the climbing wall
certainly caused a stir! Year 6 couldn’t believe their eyes or their
luck- a massive climbing wall for them - for the day! Wow! No
other year 6 pupil has ever had that opportunity before and our
pupils grasped it with both hands and made the most of the time
they had on the wall. We couldn’t believe our eyes - we hadn’t
realised the mountain goats we had in our classes. The speed
some of them went up was truly amazing, coming down was even
more fun! Smiles, laughter, giggles and screams of delight rang out
on the yard all day.

Problem solving tasks always brings out the best in our pupils. Their team building skills and ability
to work together never fails to impress, but the use of their oracy and inventiveness was truly
impressive. The children remained resilient and were determined to challenge themselves to beat
the clock each time they completed a challenge. Seeing children balancing on one leg, stretching
out across a “no man’s land” while other children supported them was inspiring! They were
confident and communicated so well with each other.

Meanwhile down in the forest school
area, the camp fire created a great
deal of excitement and the thrill of
toasting a marshmallow was almost
too much to bear! But before that
treat, the business of building a
shelter had to done. Again team work
and communication was definitely the
key to success. Watching the children
award points for each other’s shelters
was fascinating and then improve
them, well let’s just say the
competitive side of their personalities
really came to the fore! Neither team
was going to be beaten!
Determination to succeed was
certainly evident in all the children!

I loved Gilwern! My favourite
part was the climbing wall
because I was so close to the
top. I was scared at first but I
got the hang of it!
Tom

The team building brought our team closer
together which meant we could trust each
other to guide Joe up the wall while he
was blindfolded!
Amelie

The camp fire roared and as the children sat on the logs
around it, we were then taught how to survive a night in
the forest. Obviously a fire is needed for heat and the
children practised the art of fire lighting. Flints and steels
were provided and each child was given a ball of cotton
wool to light safely on a sheet of wood, kindling was added
in the form of straw, then off they went. This took a lot of
resilience to master but by the end of the session everyone
had lit a small fire. They were all frustrated and excited in
the same measure as they mastered the art of fire lighting.
It was much more difficult than it looked. But it was well
worth the wait as their faces were pictures of delight once
they had lit their fire. The reward for this was toasting a
marshmallow. All we could hear was the sound of
“mmmmm” as they
enjoyed savouring
their marshmallows.

One day of three involved very different but exciting activities provided by very experienced
instructors. One day that they truly deserve. One day for them to remember for a lifetime.
There is a tradition of water fights at Pentrepoeth, and as all parents know, children love nothing
better than getting wet. Well, not to be out done, Mrs. Clissold kindly agreed to allow
herself to become soaked through to the skin, not once but twice all in the name of fun and
leavers. The children loved bringing in their water guns and quickly worked their way through 120
litres of cold water. Everyone was soaked to the skin but the sound of screams of laughter and
squeals of delight as they soaked each other was a joy to hear. The watery afternoon ended with
a class roll down the bank on the school field which added mud to the mix of wet, soggy clothes.
The field rang out with giggles and laughter and the sun shone. What a treat!

Gilwern was amazing! The climbing wall was the best because I love
climbing! The instructors were so friendly, funny and helpful. I wished they
could have stayed longer
Ellen

The week continued at a pace and year 6 were so sensible as the days became more and more
fragmented with treats and end of year house keeping. As always, year 6 is a busy one and this
continued into the final week. Amid books being handed out and the final touches being added to
project books, acting out memories and learning lines for our virtual leavers’ assembly, the treats
continued.
Another morning in the forest school was organised by Mrs. Mason and Mrs. Pask. Children were
treated to their own playlist of chosen songs and enjoyed listening, singing and dancing to the
music through the session. S’mores were created and eaten very quickly. All in all, another session
of enormous enjoyment for the children.
A picnic lunch on the field was another highlight of the week and one which the children looked
forward to immensely. The Tin Can Kitchen provided the food for our picnic and an ice cream van
also made a very welcome visit to the school to cool everyone down. The sun shone and it was
the perfect day to have fun on our glorious field. Once again the children were very sensible and
thoroughly enjoyed an afternoon of fun in the sun. Music was provided by Mrs. Mason chosen by
the children. What more could you ever want! The children have certainly made the best of their
final week and have many memories to take away with them.

The final week has passed in a flash, as has this year. We cannot believe that this wonderful
group of children are leaving us. They will be remembered not only for the situation they have
been educated through but for being resilient, fun -loving, quick witted, charming children. We
have loved teaching them and they have helped us through a difficult period. We wish them well
for the future and hope that they will look back on their time at Pentrepoeth fondly and with a
wealth of happy memories. We will miss them greatly but all good things come to an end

Catch up with video clips and more pictures of Year 6 on Year 6 Twitter feeds !

This will be available on the Blended Learning tab of the school website. A password
will be sent to Year 6 parents by text today. Enjoy!

Click on the links in blue!

Class

Twitter

Area

Twitter

Nursery – Mrs Williams

@PPSMrsWilliams

Whole School

@PentrepoethPrim

Reception – Mrs Starke

@PPSMrsStarke

Expressive Arts

@PPSExpressiveArts

Reception – Miss Ellis

@PPSMissEllis

Health and Wellbeing

@PPSHealth_Well

Year 1 – Mrs Batrouni

@PPSMrsBatrouni

Humanities

@PPSHumanites

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

@PPSMrsDrummond

@PPSLangandLit

Year 2- Mrs Beard

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli

@PPSMrNocivelli

Languages, Literacy and
Communication
Mathematics and
Numeracy
Science and Technology

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter

@PPSMrsBaxter

Year 3 – Mrs Davies

@PPSMrsDavies

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding

@PPSMrsGooding

Year 4 – Mrs Jones

@PPSMrsJones

Year 5 – Mr Merriman

@PPSMrMerriman

Year 5 – Mr Willmore

@PPSMrWillmore

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves

@PPSMrCleaves

Year 6 – Mrs Symes

@PPSMrsSymes

@PPSMathsandNum
@PPSSciandTech

Finally, at the end of this unusual year my personal thanks to the whole school community. I hope you
enjoy a safe and enjoyable summer. I intend turning my computer off and locking my yellow jacket away
for a few weeks!!! I will be in touch before we return in September with updated information.
Yours sincerely,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor
Headteacher

