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22nd January 2021
Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,
Live Sessions - Use of Microsoft Teams
I hope you enjoyed the live sessions Teams meetings this week. It was
lovely to be able to see the children and chat about their wellbeing and their
learning.
As with anything that involves IT and internet connection – this can drop out
at any minute – apologies where this happened – it really is beyond our
control.
We will make some changes to the live sessions timetable for next week as detailed below. With our
Reception and Nursery it will be better to split the groups in to smaller numbers -staff will have made
contact via See Saw. Please help Nursery and Reception children with the mute button if they need
help!! All other groups will remain the same times.
Reception – Tuesday
Group A – 12.00pm
Group B – 12.30pm
Group C – 1.00pm
Nursery - Tuesday
Group A - 10:40am
Group B - 11:00am
Group C - 11:20am
Group D - 11:40am
Group E - 12:00pm
Group F - 12:20pm
Group G - 12:40pm
Group H - 1:00pm
Mr Cleaves changes to a Tuesday next week only and has already informed you via Google Classroom.

Day
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays
Mondays

Year
6
6
5
5
4EJ
4EJ
3
3

Group
A
B
A
B
A
B
A
B

Time
9.00am
9.45am
10.30am
11.15am
12.00pm
12.45pm
1.30pm
2.15pm

Day
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays
Tuesdays

Year
4TG
4TG
2
2
1
1

Group
A
B
A
B
A
B

Time
9.00am
9.45am
9.00am
9.45am
10.30am
11.15am

If you would like your child to take part and have not, as yet given consent – please e-mail the
school office on pentrepoeth.primary@newport.gov.uk
Hub Provision
We are receiving an increasing number of requests
to access our hub provision, from families struggling
to care for their children whilst working from home.
Welsh Government state that if you are able to work
from home your child is not eligible for a place at the
provision. Welsh Government has stated that
everyone must stay home where possible.
Please be mindful that the critical worker guidance is
not an ‘entitlement’ it is used to consider
applications. First and foremost if the pupil can be
safely cared for at home, they should be at home.
All access granted to the hub has been considered on
an individual basis with the best interests of all
parties concerned as our main priority, whilst being mindful of adhering to the Government guidance
to stay at home. We trust that all families that are accessing the hub provision are being honest in
the information being provided.
With this in mind, if you have been granted a place, we ask that you only access the hub on the days
and times that are absolutely necessary and there is no-one at home to care for your child/children.
It is a daily challenge to make these difficult decisions to try to support families whilst also fulfilling
our duty and responsibility to ensure numbers at school are kept to a minimum during the lockdown
to safeguard as many people as possible from COVID-19.
We are continually reviewing our criteria to be able to help as many families as possible whilst also
continuing to safeguard our staff team and their families. For WG guidance click here.
We fully sympathise with how difficult it is to manage your own workload and access the learning set

for pupils. Please be assured there is no pressure or expectation on our families to complete the
online learning being set, this is only a guide and we fully appreciate the challenges working families
are all facing.
Wellbeing
Assemblies are available by clicking here. Daily wellbeing PowerPoints are available by clicking here.
A range of wellbeing resources are available by clicking here.
Our monthly values assemblies and resources are available by clicking here.
Online Learning
I will be sending a parent leaflet produced alongside the
EAS re online learning in a separate text. I hope you will
find it useful. Also, click here to view.

Our Nursery pupils have enjoyed reading
“Where Snowflakes Fall” and singing “Five little Snowmen” and “Five Fat Sausages”. They have
created their own fluffy paint snowmen and practised their cutting skills to make snowflake
decorations. They have practised making the “p” sound and have been mark making the sound
using crayons, glitter, shaving foam and mud! They have been keeping their number skills sharp
by counting sets of winter items and matching them to the correct number. They continue to keep
fit and healthy with Pedro the Penguin!
Our Reception pupils have loved listening to the very popular story “The Gruffalo”, discussed the
key features of the story, produced detailed drawings of the Gruffalo and performed the Gruffalo
Rap. They have created their own Gruffalos using recyclable materials and made some delicious
Gruffalo crumbles. They have developed their creative skills by drawing detailed pictures of their
favourite seasons. They enjoyed revising the days of the week with Harold the Hedgehog and
devised timelines showing the activities they undertake every day.
In Year 1 Mrs Hill read “Snail and the Whale” and pupils discussed their favourite parts of the
story, as well as sequencing and re-telling the story. In Numeracy pupils have been halving and
doubling numbers, practised ordering the days of the week and made their own calendars. Our
super Year 1 scientists have been identifying living and non-living things in their homes and
gardens and explored what animals need in order to survive. They enjoyed creating a variety of
rhythms using different types of body percussion.
Our Year 2 pupils have re-told the story “Journey into the Earth” using descriptive vocabulary and
accurate punctuation. They are keeping their literacy skills sharp by using Nessy and reading
books from Abacus. In Numeracy, our Year 2 pupils have used arrays to multiply numbers and
practised using their measuring skills using interactive online games. They have investigated what
dinosaurs ate and sorted them into herbivores, carnivores and omnivores, as well as sorting and
identifying dinosaur footprints. Thank you to Mrs Ahern for helping Year 2 practise their ball skills.
Our Year 3 pupils are determined to improve their handwriting. Everyone is hoping to achieve
their pen licences in the coming weeks. Keep practising Year3! They have investigated compound
sentences, read “The Laughing Snowman” and answered questions based on the text and written
a character description. Numeracy work has continued to focus on adding and subtracting
amounts of money. Pupils have started their new topic on Sustainability and designed a poster to
explain what “Sustainable Development” is, as well as listing ways in which they could help reduce
their global footprints. They have also undertaken a litter hunt and learned about “Reduce, Reuse
and Recycle”.
Year 4 pupils have completed literacy work based around their new topic “Amazing Aliens” and
completed a comprehension task, an exercise using 2A sentences and investigated newspaper
headlines using alliteration. Numeracy activities have included looking at the relationship between
multiplication and division and using array models to show multiplication facts. Our Year 4
scientists have looked at the importance of eating a balanced diet in order to keep us healthy and
help our bodies grow and stay strong. They have also researched information about the first moon

landing and written a newspaper report to announce the historical event of Neil Armstrong’s first
step on the moon. Creative activities have involved designing their own aliens, using “Draw with
Rob” as a stimulus.
Our Year 5 children have enjoyed watching the “Nemo” video clip and answered inference
questions based on the extract. They have identified features of balanced arguments and used
their completed plans to write their balanced arguments for the question “Should we keep animals
in zoos?” Numeracy activities have involved identification of acute, obtuse and right angles,
comparison of angles and the use of Mathletics to reinforce understanding. Pupils have researched
information on water pollution and identified the major oceans and continents around the world as
well as researching inventions during the Victorian Era. Activities in Expressive Arts have involved
the creation of artwork based on their “Water Life” topic.
Year 6 are continuing to develop their literacy skills and have written very descriptive poems
based on “The Listeners” by Walter De La Mare as well as a character description about the
traveller and the cottage in the poem. The week’s work ended with pupils writing their own
narratives based on the poem. Numeracy work has centred on Fractions, pupils have converted
improper fractions to mixed numbers and vice versa and compared and ordered fractions. Our
Year 6 scientists have calculated the mean flights of three different aeroplanes, identified birds
that visit our winter gardens and made attractive bird feeders to attract more birds during the cold
weather. Good luck with your “Big Garden Birdwatch of 2021”
Oak National Academy
Oak National Academy have a huge wealth of excellent teaching
resources and lessons. Visit their website:
https://www.thenational.academy/

Author of the week @OakNational

BBC Bitesize
BBC Bitesize continues to offer a huge wealth of lessons. The timetable is updated every week but
this was the last week’s as an example.

Face coverings
A reminder that all parents need to continue to wear face coverings on school premises- thank you!

Covid-19
Please also continue to inform us if your child has to self- isolate due to a family member testing
positive or being symptomatic. Also, please let us know if your child has to go for a test and inform
us in writing of the result.
A reminder that further information is available here.
One Way System and Parking/Safety whilst dropping off
Thank you for your continued support with social distancing and the use of the one-way system
whilst dropping off and picking up children from the hub.

A range of activities that can be completed without using screens or technology!

Click on the links in blue!

Class

Twitter

Area

Twitter

Nursery – Mrs Williams

@PPSMrsWilliams

Whole School

@PentrepoethPrim

Reception – Mrs Starke

@PPSMrsStarke

Expressive Arts

@PPSExpressiveArts

Reception – Miss Ellis

@PPSMissEllis

Health and Wellbeing

@PPSHealth_Well

Year 1 – Mrs Batrouni

@PPSMrsBatrouni

Humanities

@PPSHumanites

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

@PPSMrsDrummond

@PPSLangandLit

Year 2- Mrs Beard

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli

@PPSMrNocivelli

Languages, Literacy and
Communication
Mathematics and
Numeracy
Science and Technology

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter

@PPSMrsBaxter

Year 3 – Mrs Davies

@PPSMrsDavies

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding

@PPSMrsGooding

Year 4 – Mrs Jones

@PPSMrsJones

Year 5 – Mr Merriman

@PPSMrMerriman

Year 5 – Mr Willmore

@PPSMrWillmore

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves

@PPSMrCleaves

Year 6 – Mrs Symes

@PPSMrsSymes

Have a fabulous weekend,
Yours sincerely,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor
Headteacher

@PPSMathsandNum
@PPSSciandTech

