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9th July 2021
Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,
Covid-19
As you will be aware there is an increase in cases across Wales and in
Newport schools this past week, particularly of the Delta variant.
A reminder that we are still operating under operational guidance in
schools and that all restrictions outlined still apply. Please continue to
notify us of any children who go for PCR tests and their results, even in
to the first week or so of the summer holidays as this could result in me
having to notify classes to self-isolate.

A reminder of my previous letter regarding testing for wider symptoms
available here. A reminder also that a negative PCR test result not an
LFD result will allow children to return to school.
I will send out a letter next week outlining arrangements for
September. As stated, and to the best of my knowledge September
arrangements re staggered starts and finishes, contact’ bubble’ groups,
self- isolation, visitors to site, one way systems and face coverings will
all remain the same. However, I am aware that there will be updated
guidance. As soon as that guidance is issued and advice is taken from
Public Health Wales, Newport City Council Environmental Health and Education departments the
Governing body will meet and we will update the school’s risk assessment. I will then communicate
this to parents in a timely manner.
This has been a challenging year for us all. Thank you for your cooperation and support as we seek
to ensure we keep all children, staff and the community as safe as we possibly can.

Applications for Nursery 2022
Applications have now opened for nursery places at our school to start in September 2022. If you
need to apply for a place for your child click the link:
https://www.newport.gov.uk/en/SchoolsEducation/Schools/Apply-for-a-Place/Apply-for-a-Place.aspx

Summer Holiday Play Provision
Please see a link to play provisions there are across the city this summer and the application process
link.
Summer holiday play provision (5-12 years) | Newport City Council
https://summer.cempdatabase.info/

Footwear for September
As you will be aware we relaxed the school uniform and allowed pupils to wear trainers when they
returned to school after the lockdown period. We have tried to ensure children are outside as much
as possible and we felt that this was appropriate. In September children can continue to wear
trainers, preferably black if at all possible. This will apply for the whole school year. Children do not
have to wear trainers and can continue to wear sensible school shoes suitable for outdoors.
New Classes
It was lovely to see the children meeting their new teachers this week. I know they will settle in well
in September. Year 6 also enjoyed a visit to Bassaleg with an outdoor tour and picnic in the grounds.
Year 6 Gilwern Visit
As per the recent texts, a reminder to complete the consent form for your children
to take part in the activities and for a contribution of £10 towards the cost. Thank
you!
Leavers’ Assembly
Year 6 Leavers’ assembly will be available on the school website on Friday of next week. I will send
you a password for you to be able to view this.
Big Steps for Sienna
One of our families are raising money for a life changing
operation for their daughter. There is a link below if any
families would like to donate or find out more.
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/BigStepsforSienna

Safety in the Sun
A reminder to apply sun cream before school and to wear sun hats
to school!
Also, to make sure children have water bottles… thank you!

Both Mrs Jenkins and I have been so impressed with the use of Welsh on the hill.. Keep this up
all! Here are some of the recent phrases we have been using…

Phrase
Bore Da!

Meaning
Good Morning!

Sut wyt ti?

How are you ?

Sut mae’r tywydd?

How’s the weather?

Welai chi wedyn
Welai chi fory

See you later
See you tomorrow!

Popeth yn iawn ?

Everything ok ?

Neis i weld chi!

Nice to see you!

Cael diwrnod braf

Have a nice day!

Cael gwyliau braf

Have a nice holiday!

Our Nursery pupils’ story of the week was “The
Three Little Pigs”. Pupils sequenced the story
pictorially and then retold the story in their own
words using prompts and enjoyed making their
own pig masks. Numeracy work has involved adding on one more pig to a set to find the total. Pupils have
also matched the total to a numeral and practised recording their answers. They have looked at making
number sentences to represent their practical number work. The sound of the week is q and pupils enjoyed
making a sound book, going on a sound hunt and practising their letter formation. They have completed
pencil control activities and fine motor activities to develop strength and hand eye coordination. The
children have enjoyed using the outdoor space to run, jump, climb and develop their imaginative play by
recreating the Three Little Pigs’ homes.
This week our Reception pupils have been sharing their favourite memories from their time in Reception.
They had lots of fun listening to stories and sharing their experiences with the class. Pupils have discussed
the features of a passport and created their very own pirate passports to sail the Seven Seas on the Jolly
Roger! They were very excited to meet their Year 1 teachers and had the opportunity to ask their new
teachers questions, share a story and play some games. They are all really looking forward to starting their
Year 1 journey.
Pupils in Year 1 have had a wonderful week reflecting on the fantastic year they have had together and
talked about all of the things they enjoyed most this year. A highlight for many was when Sonny the
Meerkat came to visit! They have enjoyed lots of circle time activities where pupils discussed their likes
and dislikes and what makes them special and unique. They created booklets about themselves and
enjoyed sharing them with their new teachers when they went outside and met them on the field. It was
so much fun! They are very excited about Year 2 but are really pleased that they have one whole week left
with their friends and teachers in Year 1! They are looking forward to lots of time outdoors next week
picking their favourite games to play with their friends. 1SB pupils have voted for Duck Goose and 1AD
pupils are looking forward to playing Scatter in the Forest School. We intend making the very most of our
last week together before we break up for the summer holidays.
In Language, Literacy and Communication Year 2 pupils have continued
with their hot air balloon adventure stories. This week their characters
had to land in Italy and Iceland. Pupils looked at interesting ways to end
their stories before reviewing their work checking to see if they
remembered to use all of the success criteria. In Numeracy, pupils have
been working with money and role played in the shop, using two different
methods to calculate change. In Project pupils continued their exploration
of Russia and listened to a Russian fairy tale called “The Firebird” before
designing their own firebirds. They have looked at famous Russian people
including the Russian composer Pyotr Llyich Tchaikovsky and created their
own pieces of music using Music Lab. Pupils also studied the Russian
painter Wassily Kandinsky, and created their own pictures based on his painting called Concentric Circles.
Finally they had great fun learning how to dance the Russian Polka!
In Literacy, our Year 3 pupils have enjoyed writing a class poem and individual poems based on “The Magic
Box” by Kit Wright. After analysing the poem pupils tried to include effective adjectives, alliteration and
similes in their individual poems with some very impressive results, describing what they would include in
their very own magic box. Numeracy work has involved consolidation of telling the time in five minute and

minute intervals and reinforcing pupils’ understanding of shape. They are also keeping their numeracy skills
sharp by reviewing the TAPAS board. As part of their topic on Extreme Weather they have utilised their IT
skills and completed their own PowerPoint on either floods, tsunamis, hurricanes or tornadoes. Science
work has centred on “Forces” and pupils have used a Newton meter to measure force as well as
completing an investigation on friction and magnets.
Year 4 pupils have focused on story writing using the map of the Island of Zarg as a stimulus. They
discussed different settings and characters before selecting three settings and characters to include in their
story. Pupils used a ‘story mountain’ to plan the main events before writing their own adventure story and
used their proof-reading and editing skills to improve their writing. In Numeracy, pupils continued to focus
on plotting co-ordinates and followed instructions to create co-ordinate pictures. They even created their
own pictures, writing co-ordinates for another person to follow. Pupils used their knowledge of compass
points to give their partners directions to explain the movement of objects. In Science, pupils learnt about
how fossils are formed and studied different types of fossils. After watching videos to explain the process
of fossilization pupils used a storyboard to explain how a dinosaur becomes a fossil as well as designing and
making their own fossils using clay. Pupils used the Chromebooks to research information about Elizabeth I,
using video clips and websites to find out when she was born, when she became queen and how long she
ruled over England and Wales. They presented this information independently in their Learning Journals.
They also used a tea-stained page to write a final draft of their persuasive writing to create an advert for a
new wife for Henry VIII. They even looked at his signature and tried to copy it using a special pen.
In Numeracy our Year 5 children have continued with problem-solving activities, as well as completing a
maths mystery task, using a variety of skills learned throughout the year. They have also continued with
presenting their maths slideshows, based on a topic of the children’s choice. In Literacy pupils wrote a
short story based on an experience of being lost inside a maze, with
children given the opportunity to wow us with all of their amazing
writing techniques they have learned throughout the year. Project
work has focussed on our mini topic ‘Amazing Mazes’. Pupils have
timed themselves using the mazes and created bar charts and tables
to publish and analyse the results. Children have completed research
to find out about either the history of mazes or interesting facts about
mazes around the world. In PE pupils have enjoyed taking part in
some fun group activities outside with Mrs Clissold, Mrs Ahern and
Mr Martin.
It’s hard to believe it is the last but one week in Year 6! It doesn’t
seem two minutes that Year 6 were all fresh faces and looking
forward to a year of being “top of the shop”. They are all ready to
make the transition to their new schools. In Numeracy, pupils have
completed a unit of work on fractions – multiplying and dividing
fractions by whole numbers and by fractions. They have also added
and subtracted fractions with different denominators. Challenging but a good skill to show off in Year 7. Spending time outdoors has
remained a focus this week and Mrs Mason and Mrs Ahern have
provided ample opportunities for physical exertion. They have used
their team building skills and it has been so good to see them all red faced, puffing and panting and
enjoying the games outside along with the good weather. Memories are being made! RSE continues and

the children have shown a mature attitude to all the tasks and discussions that have taken place. The
questions have been thoughtful and show enquiring minds, wanting to understand more about the
changes that will take place as they grow and develop into young people. In our Creeping Coasts project,
we have studied the daily life of rock pool creatures and watched a number of “time lapse” videos showing
how difficult it is for the rock pool creatures to survive. The children loved seeing the hermit crabs fighting
for a new house and a “marauding” starfish desperately trying to eat a limpet. They have created their own
cross sections of rock pools to show the different creatures that live together, fighting for survival against
the elements. Mrs. Berry continues to work with year 6 and the children’s singing for the Leavers’ Assembly
is truly lovely! We cannot wait to perform for you all.

Keeping Safe Online
Please continue to chat to your children about online safety. Our website has a range of useful resources
and links that you can use with your children. Click here.

Date

Time

Event/Activity

3.50pm – 6.00pm

Parent Consultations – to discuss any issues relating to reports
End of Summer Term for Pupils
INSET Day 5 -ALN -School closed for children
INSET Day 6 – ALN- School closed for children

July
Monday 12th July
Friday 16th July
Monday 19th July
Tuesday 20th July

All day
All day

September
Thursday 2nd Sep
Friday 3rd Sep
Monday 6th Sep
Monday 6th- 10th Sep

All day
All day
All day

Monday 13th Sep

INSET Day 1- Curriculum
INSET Day 2- Curriculum
Start of new – Years 1 to 6
Reception - One day attendance in groups as notified by letter
Nursery – One session attendance in groups as notified by letter
Reception start full time
Nursery start – am or pm

INSET Days
There are 6 INSET days next year. The dates arranged so far are:
 Thursday September 2nd 2021
 Friday September 3rd 2021
 Friday October 8th 2021
 Friday February 18th 2022
 2 others TBC

Additional day for the Jubilee
School will also be closed on Monday November 29th as schools have been given an additional
day in lieu of the additional bank holiday which falls within the half term break.

School year 2021-2022
Term

Start

Half-term starts

Half-term ends

Term ends

Autumn 2021

2 September

25 October

29 October

17 December

Spring 2022

4 January

21 February

25 February

8 April

Summer 2022

25 April

30 May

3 June

22 July

May Day - Monday 2 May 2022

School year 2022-2023

Term

Start

Half Term Starts

Half Term Ends

Term Ends

Autumn 2022

2 September

31 October

4 November

23 December

Spring 2023

9 January

20 February

24 February

31 March

Summer 2023

17 April

29 May

2 June

21 July

May Day - Monday 1 May 2023

Thank you to the PTA !
A huge thank you from Year 6 to the PTA for their fantastic
hoodies that they are all wearing with pride!

Click on the links in blue!

Class

Twitter

Area

Twitter

Nursery – Mrs Williams

@PPSMrsWilliams

Whole School

@PentrepoethPrim

Reception – Mrs Starke

@PPSMrsStarke

Expressive Arts

@PPSExpressiveArts

Reception – Miss Ellis

@PPSMissEllis

Health and Wellbeing

@PPSHealth_Well

Year 1 – Mrs Batrouni

@PPSMrsBatrouni

Humanities

@PPSHumanites

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

@PPSMrsDrummond

@PPSLangandLit

Year 2- Mrs Beard

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli

@PPSMrNocivelli

Languages, Literacy and
Communication
Mathematics and
Numeracy
Science and Technology

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter

@PPSMrsBaxter

Year 3 – Mrs Davies

@PPSMrsDavies

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding

@PPSMrsGooding

Year 4 – Mrs Jones

@PPSMrsJones

Year 5 – Mr Merriman

@PPSMrMerriman

Year 5 – Mr Willmore

@PPSMrWillmore

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves

@PPSMrCleaves

Year 6 – Mrs Symes

@PPSMrsSymes

Have a lovely weekend,
Yours sincerely,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor
Headteacher

@PPSMathsandNum
@PPSSciandTech

