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1st May 2020

Dear Parent and Carer,
Annwyl Rhieni,
I hope this Newsletter finds you well. Please find some updated information for this week.
Another busy week for our pupils from Nursery up to Year 6.
Everyone is continuing to enjoy our Bug Club reading books and
completing maths activities using Mathletics and Abacus.
Nursery children have been creating their own farm animal
masks and have enjoyed working out and keeping fit with all the
animals down on the farm. They have had fun drawing around
the animals’ shadows and looking to see how the shadows
change as the day goes on.
Our Reception children have been reading The Rainbow Fish and making their own very creative
underwater scenes. They have also made very colourful rainbow fish and produced excellent picture
trailing maps based on the story. Nursery and Reception children have enjoyed learning Welsh with Mrs.
S. Jenkins.
Pupils in Year 1 have been practising their doubles by singing the doubles song, writing poems based on
their listening walks and helping Mr Wolf tell the time. Mr Woodham has been helping Year 1 learn the
Welsh words for different foods. Diolch yn fawr Mrs. S. Jenkins and Mr. Woodham. Thanks also to Mrs.
Hill for telling the story of The Highway Rat.

Year 2 children have been reading the story of “The Great Race” and re-telling the story in their own
words using lots of descriptive words. They have made very colourful creative Chinese dragon masks and
joined in the dragon dance. Some of the masks were very scary!
Mr Woodham has been helping Year 2 talk about the weather in Welsh and Mrs Gage’s dog, Rufus has
been sharing his news with the classes.
Our Year 3 children have been writing their own Kenning poems as well as going on a litter hunt and
recording their findings. They have followed their own recipes, weighed their own ingredients and made
some delicious cakes.
Mrs Jones, Mrs Gooding and Mrs Clissolds’ Year 4 classes have been reading extracts from the “Hobbit”
and creating missing posters based on Bilbo Baggins. They have been investigating different types of
rocks and creating their own masterpieces using natural materials. We have lots of very talented artists
in Pentrepoeth.
Year 5 pupils have been researching freshwater animals and plants as part of their new “Water Life”
science topic, they have produced very detailed and imaginative pictures of their ideal classrooms as well
as creating their own iMovie trailers. Da iawn Blywddyn 5, you even labelled the different parts of your
classroom in Welsh.
Year 6 has started to use the very interesting BBC Bite Size lessons to help with their learning. Some
children have created their own projects on Ramadan as well as practising their Welsh, using their place
mats with their families. Bendigedig, Blwyddyn 6.
A huge well done to you all. Find out who is in my Red Book by logging onto the
website and clicking on the ‘Home Learning’ tab and clicking on the ‘ Red Book
Assemblies’ drop down option. Or click here.

I have had communication this last week with a number of parents. I want to reassure you. I know some
of you are finding balancing your own childcare, working from home and home learning a struggle.
Indeed some may also be caring for family members who are unwell. Please, please do not worry; just do
the very best that you can with home learning. Everyone’s situation is different. I have also had
conversations with parents who are concerned that children may ‘fall behind’. Again, please do not
worry. All children are generally in the same situation here, teachers will attend to this when we are back
in school. It is what we do. No one is expecting you to be your child’s teacher.
Please be in touch via e mail if we can help in any way.

Year 6 transition to Bassaleg
As I explained in a previous newsletter and in my letter to year 6 children,
preparations for transition for Year 6 are currently being planned. The
team at Bassaleg is committed to ensuring that the pupils feel as prepared
as they possibly can be, in these very unusual times, for the next very
important step in their education.
Bassaleg are working on a transition page on their website, which will include links to a large number
of essential resources for pupils and parents
More information will be provided in the coming weeks, but here is just a flavour of some of the
planned activities• Video links to key messages
• Video tours
• Separate links to important information about uniform, attendance, behaviour, wellbeing
provision etc.;
• Curriculum information from each subject area;
• A FAQ page;
• A pupil designated area created by the transition team inclusive of games etc.
I will be back in touch with you as soon as we have more detailed information but wanted to
reassure you that we are working closely with Bassaleg at this time.
School Website – keep singing !!!
We are continually developing the Home Learning tab
on the school website. One of the things I am missing
most about being in school is hearing the children sing
in assembly. Out of the Ark Music and Mrs Berry will
allow us to keep singing at home. There are two tabs in
the drop down boxes of the web page – one which has
songs we know and the other is NEW songs that you
could learn before we sing them when we are back in
school.
How many can you learn? Enjoy your singalongs!!!

Values
Our Value for May is POSITIVITY !

Road Safety -The Pentrepoeth Patrollers
Our new traffic calming helpers arrived in school this week. They all lined up and reported for duty but
I have told them they can have a rest for a little while until they are deployed in due course!!

Online Safety

Keeping children safe online is important at
all times. Click on the links in my previous
letter here for some very useful online
safety tips for children and parents.

Coronavirus -Useful Links

Click on the links below to find out useful information:
Public Health Wales

https://phw.nhs.wales/

Welsh Government

https://gov.wales/coronavirus

Guidance on Social
Distancing

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-socialdistancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-foreveryone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults

Application for Childcare
Provision in School Hub

http://www.newport.gov.uk/en/Schools-Education/Childcare-for-prioritised-keyworkers.aspx

Aneurin Bevan Health
Board

https://twitter.com/AneurinBevanUHB
https://www.facebook.com/AneurinBevanHealthBoard

Some useful links to explain things to children…
Coronavirus

https://www.pentrepoethprimary.co.uk/health-matters

Social Distancing

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DA_SsZFYw0w

Hand Washing

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51698180

There are lots of resources suitable for children to help them understand Coronavirus and to focus on
their mental health and general wellbeing. Take a look at the Elsa website where there are lots of free
resources and games that you can use with your children. Visit the website by clicking here.

There are also a number of books and video clips that allow you to chat about the current situation,
including what coronavirus is, how to help with children’s worries and explaining social distancing.
Click on the links below the pictures. Use if you think it is appropriate for your child. Read through
yourself first!

Click here

Click here

Nosy Cow has announced this free digital resource. This book aims to answer key
questions about the virus for five to nine year olds. Click here to read the book.
The publisher is asking readers to make a donation to the NHS if they found the
book useful by clicking here

Click here

Click here

Click here

Some other useful links…..
Please look on the Wellbeing pages in the drop down boxes of the Home Learning tab on our school website for a
wide range of links and resources. Here are a few useful limks:
Tips for teens and children who are worried about coronavirus
https://youngminds.org.uk/blog/what-to-do-if-you-re-anxious-about-coronavirus/
Advice from BBC Newsround for teens and children who may be upset by the news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/13865002
A good, basic and illustrated explanation for under 7s – downloadable in 22 languages
https://www.mindheart.co/descargables
A social story for children and young people who may need things explained in simple terms
https://carolgraysocialstories.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Pandemics-and-the-Coronavirus.pdf
Looking after mental health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus

Click on the links in blue!

Class

Twitter

Area

Twitter

Nursery – Mrs Williams

@PPSMrsWilliams

Whole School

@PentrepoethPrim

Reception – Mrs Starke

@PPSMrsStarke

Expressive Arts

@PPSExpressiveArts

Reception – Miss Ellis

@PPSMissEllis

Health and Wellbeing

@PPSHealth_Well

Year 1 – Mrs Batrouni

@PPSMrsBatrouni

Humanities

@PPSHumanites

Year 1- Mrs Drummond

@PPSMrsDrummond

Year 2- Mrs Beard

@PPSMrsBeard2jb

Year 2 – Mr Nocivelli

@PPSMrNocivelli

Languages, Literacy and @PPSLangandLit
Communication
@PPSMathsandNum
Mathematics and
Numeracy
Science and Technology @PPSSciandTech

Year 3 – Mrs Baxter

@PPSMrsBaxter

Year 3 – Mrs Davies

@PPSMrsDavies

Year 4 – Mrs Gooding

@PPSMrsGooding

Year 4 – Mrs Jones

@PPSMrsJones

Year 5 – Mr Merriman

@PPSMrMerriman

Year 5 – Mr Willmore

@PPSMrWillmore

Year 6 – Mr Cleaves

@PPSMrCleaves

ear 6 – Mrs Symes

@PPSMrsSymes

A reminder that our Value for May is POSITIVITY – we will be looking at this in our assemblies in the
next few weeks! Why not listen to Sponge Bob by playing this with your children on Monday? Click
here. Have a lovely weekend!
Yours sincerely,
Cofion cynnes,

Dean Taylor
Headteacher

